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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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Status 

1)[X] Responsive to communication(s) filed on 16 November 2006 . 
2a)(E) This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) CD Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1, 453 O.G. 213. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . This Office Action is responsive to the Amendment filed 1 1/16/06. 

2. The Amendment filed 1 1/16/06 successfully overcomes the rejection set forth in 
paragraph 3 of the Office Action mailed 6/15/06, accordingly this rejection is withdrawn. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 12 and 16-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 

over US 4,902,584 to Uchiyama et al, (Uchiyama) in view of US 1,156,693 to Ide et al. 

(Ide) for the reasons of record as set forth in paragraph 4 of the Office Action mailed 

6/15/06, and as further discussed below. 

4. Claims 12, 16 and 18-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over US 1,156,693 to Ide et al. (Ide) in view of 4,920,007 to Sawamura et 
al. (Sawamura) for the reasons of record as set forth in paragraph 5 of the Office Action 
mailed 6/15/06, and as further discussed below. 
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Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments filed 1 1/16/06 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

With respect to the rejection over Uchiyama in view of Ide, Applicant argues that 
Uchiyama proposes a magneto-optical recording medium which operates by a different 
physical principal than an optical information recording medium, and therefore there is 
no motivation for modifying the magneto-optical recording medium proposed by 
Uchiyama by applying the teachings of Ide which are directed to an optical information 
recording medium. However, Uchiyama is directed to an optical recording medium 
comprising a recording layer on a substrate and a protective layer formed adjacent to 
the upper or lower surfaces of the recording layer (see the abstract), wherein the 
recording layer is either a magneto-optical recording layer or a phase conversion type 
recording layer. See column 6, line 62-column 7, line 17 and column 25, lines 3-4 for 
specific disclosure of phase conversion type recording layers. Therefore, Uchiyama 
and Ide are both directed to the same type of optical recording media, specifically 
optical recording media comprising phase conversion recording layers. 

With respect to the rejection over Ide in view of Sawamura, Applicant argues that 
Sawamura proposes a magneto-optical recording medium comprising a magnetic 
recording layer and a protective layer, which is not relevant to the presently claimed 
subject matter. However, it is the position of the Examiner that the disclosure of an 
improved protective layer for an optical recording medium including an opto-magnetic 
recording layer, such as taught by Sawamura, is relevant to an optical recording 
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medium comprising a phase change recording layer, because the prior art recognizes 
utilizing the same protective layers in both types of optical recording media. For 
example, Uchiyama teaches a protective layer useful with either a magneto-optical 
recording layer or a phase conversion type recording layer (see above). Similarly, US 
4,847,132 to Takao et al. (cited by the Examiner in the Office Action mailed 9/16/03)/ 
which is an English-language member in the same patent family as JP 63-259855 (cited 
in background section of the present specification), discloses a protective layer for 
optical recording media, wherein the recording layer is exemplified by either a phase 
change type material (e.g. see Example 1) or a magneto-optical material (e.g. see 
Example 8). 



Conclusion 

6. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 
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7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to John A. McPherson whose telephone number is 
(571) 272-1386. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday, 
8:00 AM to 4:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mark Huff can be reached on (571) 272-1385. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Primary Examiner 
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